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Bulletin  1 - December  2008  

 
As approved by the FAI - CIAM, the Portuguese Aeromodelling Federation will be the host for the FAI 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP FOR AEROBATICS MODEL AIRCRAFT 2009. 
The Portuguese Aeromodelling Federation invites all FAI affiliated National Air Sport Control Organizations 
to join with a team and to participate in the FAI World Championship for Aerobatic Model Aircraft 2009, in 
the following conditions: 
 
PARTNERSHIP 
 
For this event, the Portuguese Aeromodelling Federation assured the partnership of the Town Council of 
Pombal and of the MCPO – Modelling Club of Pombal as well as TAP Portugal was named the Official 
Carrier of this event.    
 
INVITING TEAMS 
 
Every National Airsport Control, member of the FAI, may join the competition with a team of 3 competitors, 
team manager and helpers, as allowed in the FAI Sporting Code, Section 4 ( last edition ).  Supporters  
from all participating countries are also invited to attend. 
The individual 2007 World Champion is also invited to join the competition.   
 
DATES: 
 
Effective : 21st to 29th August 2009. 
Preliminary Entry Forms must be sent NLT 1st February 2009. 
Official Final Entry Forms must be sent NLT 15th April 2009. 
  
LOCATION 
 
The beautiful city of POMBAL in the middle of Portugal, 150 km to the north of Lisbon. Maps of Portugal, of 
the region of Pombal, and from the layout and the flying field will be included in this  Bulletin. 
  
SITE 
 
The site is composed by a track with asphaltic runway with 1000 X 17 meters with 25  meters all around  
defence space, grass field, 8 km from the centre of the town. 
This track will have in both ends two paved pilot/caller areas, paved judge areas with protection, flight line 
central marquee, transmitter pounds, competitors marquee, processing areas, spectator areas, car parking 
areas, bars, wc´s, and  other services.  
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PRACTICE SITES 
Training may be done in six alternative tracks nearby:  Leiria ( two tracks, 30 km  South of Pombal ),  
Tomar,  ( 50 km  South East ),  Coimbra ( two tracks  36 km and 40km  to the north ), and Mira, 56 km to 
the North East.  However we are supplying other places to permit  easy  training to all participants. 
 
ACCESSES 
 
Accesses to the flight site and the town of Pombal are easy and well signed, all around the flight site. 
BY Plane  – you may access the Portuguese territory by air, directly to the International Airports of 
Lisbon or Porto, both about 150 Km distant from Pombal  
By train – You have many trains directly from Lisboa or Porto to Pombal and vice-versa, that you can 
take near the airports. The Oriente Station is 2 km from Lisboa aIrport and the Pombal station is in the 
center of Pombal.  
By Car  – Highway A1 directly access Pombal from Porto ( north )  and  from Lisboa ( south )  and also  
from   Spain    ( highways A25,  A23, A24 and A6 ).   
 
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES  
 
The official languages of this championship are English and Portuguese. 
 
RULES 
 
According to the 2009 FAI Sporting Code, Section 4 (last edition), as well as all applicable amendments for 
class F3A. 
 
PROTESTS 
 
All protests must be presented in writing mode to the Contest Director during  the competition and must be 
accompanied by a fee of 35 Euros. This fee is returned only if the protest is upheld. 
 
SPORTING LICENCES 
 
Every competitor and team manager must have a valid and signed (by the holder) Sporting Licence of the 
FAI.     

FREQUENCIES 
 
The allowed frequencies for radio control model aircraft in Portugal run from 35,010 Mhz  to 35,200 Mhz. 
The 2,4 GHz systems may be used with 10 mW  p.i.r.e. Other frequencies may be used  at  each 
competitors’ own risk. 

 
INSURANCE 
 

The organisers provide insurance cover for all pilots, valid on the contest and training sites from 19
th 

to 29
th 

August, model accidents involving injury to others and damage to property. The organisers are not 
responsible for any other injury, loss, theft or damage to persons or property. Personal and travel insurance 
purchased before arrival in Portugal is recommended.. 
For EU citizens health care is covered under Social Health Care Card or on presentation of an EU 111 form 
available in your country of residence. For non EU citizens or anyone seeking private health care, 
insurance is recommended.  
There will be a first aid emergency service and an ambulance, at the event site. 
 
 
FAI SPECIFICATION CERTIFICATES  
 
To be qualified as a competitor, each pilot will have to present a certificate according to the FAI rules 
for each model aircraft that is participating in the competition. This certificate must be signed and 
stamped by the National Air Sport Control  organization from the country the pilot represents. 
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SCHEDULE 
 
19th August  - Wednesday - arrival and registration  - unofficial practice 
20th August -  Thursday -  arrival and registration  - unofficial practice 
21st August -  Friday - arrival and registration  - unofficial practice 
22nd August - Saturday - Official practice – processing – briefings – Opening ceremony 
23rd August -  Sunday -  First round of preliminary flights 
24th August -  Monday - Second round of preliminary flights 
25th August -  Tuesday - Third round of preliminary flights 
26th August -  Wednesday - Fourth round of preliminary flights 
27th August -  Thursday - Rain day - Briefing – Sightseeing Tours 
28th August  -  Friday -  Semi finals -  Briefing for final 
29th August  -  Saturday - Final - Prize giving - Closing Ceremony - Banquet 
30th August  - Sunday - Departure of participants 
 
JURY, JUDGES AND OFFICIALS   
 
     International Jury  
 
President    -  Bob Skinner      -  CIAM President -  South Africa 
1st Member    - Yolanda Garcia –  CIAM Delegate - Spain 
2nd Member   - J. Loureiro de Sousa – CIAM Delegate - Portugal 
 
- Reserve Member – Pierre Pignot – CIAM Subcommittee delegate - France 
 
Contest Director    – António Paulitos 
Track Marshall  A  – Abel Coelho 
Track Marshall  B  – Mário Gomes 
 

 Judges effective :       
        
1 Argentina Jorge OLIVELLA       
2 Belgium Jean-Yves CASTERMANS       
3 Canada Karl G. MUELLER       
4 China Wenzhang LIU       
5 Czech Republic Ing. Jiri HAVEL       
6 Finland Esa EIROLA       
7 France André LOZACH       
8 Germany Peter UHLIG       
9 Ireland Noel BARRETT       

10 Italy Claudio SCAMBIA       
11 Japan Tsugutaka YOSHIOKA       
12 Liechtenstein Sigmund BECK       
13 Nederland Bob ROMIJN       
14 Norge Tom Erik SOERENSEN       
15 Portugal Emanuel FERNANDES       
16 South Africa Christo RUST       
17 Spain Jose Antonio LEJARZA       
18 Sweden Bengt-Erik SÖDERSTRÖM       
19 United Kingdom Robert AILLES       
20 USA Don RAMSEY       
        
  Reserve:       

1 Denmark  Anders RASMUSSEN ( in site )     
2 Austria Franz HAUER ( at home )     
3 Switzerland Daniela SCHMITTER  ( at home )     
4 Japan  Yutaka UEDA  (only as replacement for Japanese judge) 
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OPENING CEREMONY 
 
The Opening Ceremony  will take place in the middle of the track, in front of the MCPO club headquarters 
at the flying site. After the ceremony the Mayor of Pombal will offer a reception. 
 
 
CLOSING CEREMONY AND BANQUET  
 
The Closing Ceremony will take place in the middle of the track, in front of the MCPO club headquarters at 
the flying site.  The banquet will take place at  “Expocentro”, the exhibition centre of Pombal, on the last day 
of the competition.  The price of the banquet is 60 €. 
 
AWARDS 
 
Trophies for the top 3 classifications ( both  individual and team  classifications).  
Gold, silver and bronze medals will be given to all competitors classified on the first, second and third 
places ( both individual and team classifications ). 
Souvenirs for all competitors, helpers and supporters, and a diploma of participation for each competitor 
and team manager. 
 
ACCOMODATIONS 
 
1 - Hotels and boarding houses  - low to high prices available. 
2 - Camping at 20 km from the town centre. 
In annex you will find recommended hotels and  prices 
  
 
CATERING 
 
 If requested in the final entry form, the organisation will provide meals, in the track or in Expocentro ( 7 km 
far from the track, 4 km far from town centre ).   
There will be several bars opened to the public during all the competition (paid service) on the flight site.  
The organization will provide lunches at the field, if expressed in the final entry form. 
The price of each meal at the track or at  Expocentro is 10 €.  
  
 TRANSPORTATION 
 
The organisers will provide daily transportation service between town and the flying site, at the beginning 
and at the end of the competitions to jury and judges. Other transportation services will be announced later. 
There will be a shuttle service between the tracks and the Expocentro. 
Competitors can bring their cars to the flying site and park in a reserved area. All the accesses to the flying 
site are well and clearly signed. The final information bulletin, issued by the organisation will provide maps 
and directions of arrival to the town and to the housing area. 
 
CAR RENTAL SERVICES  
 
Car and van rental services are available from both international companies, as well as local services. 
We will give complete information in Bulletin 2. 
 
 
ENTRY FEES 
 
BASIC ENTRY FEES    
 
- Competitors…………………………………………………….  440  € 
- Team managers……………………………..……………….. . 295  € 
- Helpers and mechanics……………………………………….    85  € 
- Supporters………………………………………………………   75  € 



 6 

Basic entry fees include competition entry fees, souvenirs, touring information, t-shirt, cap,  Information 
Bulletin and Championship Magazine. 
 
TOUR 
 
In the reserve day will be programmed a touring trip to the mountains, to the town and to the beaches at 
Atlantic seaside. 
 
MISCELANEOUS 
 
·  The voltage used in Portugal territory is 220/240 V - 50 Hz. 
·  In Portugal driving is on the right hand side of the road. 
·  In some practice fields there are electrical devices available. 
·  The currency in the country is the Euro, as well as in most European countries. 
·  �Special places in the site location, at flight site will be provided with Internet WI FI, for the participants to 

use. 
·  Please check with the Portuguese embassies or consulate delegations, ( in 

www.embassiesabroad.com/embassies-of/Portugal ) or with the migratory authorities of your country, 
the necessity to have an entry visa to visit the Portuguese territory.  

 
 
METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION  
 
Sunrise – 05.21 UTC  Sunset  - 19.54  UTC 
Temperature - Maximum - 32,8 º C  /  Average month temperature – 25,3 º C 
Total monthly precipitation – 11,9 mm 
Frequency of wind direction – 29,2 % NW 
Wind speed ( NW ) – 9,8 km/h or less 
   
 
TOURING INFORMATION 
 
Atlantic Beaches in Osso da Baleia, Pedrogão, etc. – 25 km  or more 
Coimbra – the oldest University in Europe – 36 km 
Conimbriga Roman Ruins National Monument – 28 Km 
Fátima – prayer and devotion place – 46 Km 
Figueira da Foz -  casino, beaches – 48 km 
Leiria  -  castle, food  - 35 km 
Marinha Grande – the capital of glass – 36 Km 
Pombal touring service, castle – home of Marquis of Pombal 
Tomar – Christ Convent , the last house of Templar Knights – 50 km 
 
 
REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Each National Air Sport Control organisation planning on sending a team to the World Championship 
is requested to fill out the enclosed Preliminary Entry Form, and to return it via e-mail and by postal 
mail to the correspondence address below to arrive no later than February 1st, 2009. 
Return of the preliminary entry form is for information and planning purposes only and does not 
constitute an official entry by the NAC, nor does it commit a country to enter a team or send 
participants. 
However, only countries which return the preliminary entry form by February 1st will be sent Bulletin 2 
and the Official Entry Form. 
The Official Entry Form will be included with Bulletin 2 and must be returned, together with fees, no 
later than April 15th, 2009.  Late entries received after April 15th will be subject to a surcharge of 50%. 
The enclosed Preliminary Entry Form must be returne d NLT 1st February.  
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FUEL 
 
Fuel shall be available on request. 
 
 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Federação Portuguesa de Aeromodelismo 
R. Aristides Sousa Mendes 4C –E2 
1600 -413  LISBOA - PORTUGAL 
 
or  
 
Federação Portuguesa de Aeromodelismo 
Apartado 4519  
1511- 613  LISBOA - PORTUGAL 
 
 
Phone :  + 351+217 166 812 
 
Fax     :   +351+217  166 815 
 
Email :  fpam@fpam.pt 
              
FPAm Site   :  www.fpam.pt 
 
WC Site : www.fpam.pt/wcf3a09 
 
Contact Person: Mrs.  Paula Loureiro 
Email    : paulaf3a09@gmail.com 
 
 

BULLETIN 2  
Bulletin 2 will be sent  in  February 2009, only to the contact name and address appointed by you in the 
annex form of Bulletin 1, returned to us with the preliminary inscriptions.  It will be sent with the Final Entry 
Form. 
 

BULLETIN 3  
Bulletin 3 will be sent  after 15th April 2009, to the final inscriptions only. 
 

BULLETIN 4  
Bulletin 4 will be given at arrival.  
 
 
 
 


